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FROM THE SECRETARY

The year is off to a strong start for New Mexico. National and international
companies are choosing to grow here, and homegrown businesses are
scaling up, bringing good jobs and new opportunities for New Mexicans.

Castelion, a defense technology company, has broken ground on a 1,000-
acre manufacturing campus in Sandoval County. The project will produce
solid rocket motors critical to national defense and create 300 high-wage
jobs.

When I graduated from UNM after growing up in Lovington, I didn’t see a
clear career path here. I left the state and didn’t return for 20 years. Today,
our kids can imagine building rockets right here in New Mexico. How cool is
that? 

Speaking of Lovington, TD’s Brew & BBQ is expanding operations,
creating 16 local jobs and bringing production in-house for the first time. Founded in 2019 by Tearl “TD”
Dunlap, the brand is now sold in more than 600 stores nationwide, proof that New Mexico companies can
grow and take root right here at home.

New Mexico is also gaining global attention in quantum. Boston-based QuEra Computing is expanding
here through its partnership with the Roadrunner Quantum Lab, powered by the State of New Mexico,
building a quantum testbed in Albuquerque and planning to locate a full quantum computer in the state
within the next three years.

International companies are taking notice too. Canada-based Endurance Technologies has selected
Las Cruces for its first U.S. facility, bringing dozens of jobs and more than $50 million in economic impact
over the next decade.

These projects take a “team New Mexico” effort, and the wins are proof that when we work together, our
families come out on top. 

Rob Black 
Cabinet Secretary, NM Economic Development Department

 
NEWS

 
Castelion breaks ground
Castelion, a defense technology company, today broke ground
on a 1,000-acre manufacturing campus — known as Project
Ranger — in Sandoval County, reinforcing New Mexico’s
position at the forefront of defense innovation.

The groundbreaking marks the next phase of a $220 million
private investment expected to generate of $650 million in

https://edd.newmexico.gov/pr/lovington-bbq-joint-gets-state-funding-for-expansion/
https://roadrunnerventurestudios.com/insights/quera-and-roadrunner-to-bring-quantum-platform-to-new-mexico
https://edd.newmexico.gov/pr/canadian-manufacturer-picks-las-cruces-for-their-1st-u-s-facility/


economic output over the next decade and create 300 high-
wage jobs for New Mexicans. The campus’s first building will be
completed this summer, with all 21 buildings complete and
ready for production by the end of 2026.

At the new campus, Castelion will produce solid rocket motors,
conduct static tests and assemble components to produce
finished rounds. The company has designed its testing
procedures to minimize noise and ensure safety for the
surrounding neighborhoods.

In the news: Castelion breaks ground on hypersonic
weapons production site

Read the joint press release

 
Stakeholder input request
The New Mexico Economic Development Department’s
Technology and Innovation Office is inviting stakeholders to
help shape a new $40 million Research, Development and
Deployment (RD&D) Fund designed to support early-stage
innovation and commercialization across the state.

The Technology and Innovation Office is seeking input from
relevant stakeholders — including but not limited to
researchers, entrepreneurs, industry leaders, economic
development partners and investors — to document where
innovators in New Mexico face the most significant challenges
in bringing ideas from the lab to the marketplace and identify
funding opportunities that will be most transformational for the
state’s innovation ecosystem and economy. Stakeholder
feedback will also help determine how to invest the fund’s initial
$40 million for the greatest impact and long-term growth.

Stakeholders and ecosystem members are invited to respond
to the Request for Information by February 13.

Submit your feedback

 
QuEra to build quantum testbed in NM
QuEra Computing and Roadrunner Venture Studios have
launched a $4 million strategic partnership to establish a new
quantum testbed at the Roadrunner Quantum Lab in
Albuquerque. Backed by the State of New Mexico, the effort
includes QuEra staffing and operating facilities locally,
strengthening Albuquerque’s Innovation District as a global hub
for quantum research and commercialization.

In the news: Roadrunner Venture Studio says QuEra will
anchor its quantum lab

Read the joint press release

https://defence-blog.com/castelion-breaks-ground-on-hypersonic-weapons-production-site/
https://defence-blog.com/castelion-breaks-ground-on-hypersonic-weapons-production-site/
https://edd.newmexico.gov/pr/castelion-breaks-ground-on-project-ranger-in-rio-rancho-creating-300-high-paying-jobs/
http://edd.newmexico.gov/rfi-rdd-2026
https://www.abqjournal.com/business/roadrunner-venture-studios-says-quera-will-anchor-its-downtown-albuquerque-quantum-lab/2970922
https://www.abqjournal.com/business/roadrunner-venture-studios-says-quera-will-anchor-its-downtown-albuquerque-quantum-lab/2970922
https://roadrunnerventurestudios.com/insights/quera-and-roadrunner-to-bring-quantum-platform-to-new-mexico


EDD OPPORTUNITIES

NM CreativeCon
March - June 2026

NM CreativeCon is a statewide celebration of New Mexico’s creative community. CreativeCon
brings together creative entrepreneurs, community partners and support organizations from
across the state to connect, learn and share ideas.

Events to be held on the following Saturdays throughout NM:

March 7, Cavern Theater, Carlsbad
March 28, Shuler Theater, Raton
April 11, El Morro Theater, Gallup
April 25, WNMU Fine Arts Theater, Silver City
May 30, Buffalo Thunder Casino, Pueblo of Pojoaque
June 6, National Hispanic Cultural Center, Albuquerque (statewide celebration)

Learn more and register at edd.newmexico.gov/CreativeCon

https://tickets.holdmyticket.com/tickets/455495
https://tickets.holdmyticket.com/tickets/455495
https://edd.newmexico.gov/CreativeCon/


New Mexico MainStreet Conference
The conference theme is "MainStreet: Hub to Heritage - Connecting Commerce, Culture,
and Nature." This special event will provide practical and actionable information to connect
the state's downtown centers to their surrounding cultural, natural, historic, and tourist
destinations.

Date: Feb 18-20
Location: National Hispanic Cultural Center, Albuqerque
More info: www.nmmainstreet.org

Business Development & Expansion Grant
Creative for-profit businesses are invited to apply. Funding may be used for inventory,
equipment, marketing, infrastructure, technology, and more.

Deadline: Feb 27 (6pm MT)
Learn more: edd.newmexico.gov/cid-grants

Intro To Mastering AI Visuals - Only 10 spots left!
Free registration offered for Intro to Mastering AI Visuals by Janimation, a fast 30-minute
video training that teaches you how to craft eye-catching visuals with generative AI. 

RESOURCE WRAP-UP

Resource Highlight: NMSBA Leveraged Projects
Hub to Heritage - Connecting Commerce

NMSBA leveraged projects allow businesses to pool their available resources to comprise a
larger project. Funding is competitive and is capped at $120,000 per laboratory project. If
awarded, the resources from each business are pooled together to carry out a larger project.

Proposals due by Feb 9.

Learn more.

 

For Businesses

Rolling deadlines and ongoing opportunities:
NM CERG (Clean Energy Resilience and
Growth)
Aggie I-Corps
NM REAP
Small Business bAIsics
Amber Grants - Monthly grants
Creative Capital Artist Lab
CDFI Resource Library
Black Business Alliance of Santa Fe,
contact blackbusiness.sf@gmail.com

Demystifying Financial Foundations: Income,
Assets & Cash Flow Feb 11

Community & Nonprofit Resources

Rolling deadlines and ongoing opportunities:
Main Street America Small Business Hub
National Grassroots Organizing Grant
Program
Community Connect Program
Anderson Charitable Foundation Grants
WK Kellogg Foundation
Technical Assistance Gateway (TAG)
NM Grantmakers Directory
American's Job Center New Mexico
Open House Orientations every Monday
Pro Bono Legal Services for Nonprofits

Chamiza Foundation
Deadline Feb 7

https://www.nmmainstreet.org/
https://edd.newmexico.gov/business-development/cid-grants/
https://www.tfaforms.com/5177162?fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAafWEGUIVOULd1i2cdpfTtIUQ8N30eQe0jIeDTQH8yfAb6q3shS0qX4sCaDhSA_aem_aHMjHSlhFEjjfoKOG8qKeQ&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nmsbaprogram.org/access-our-expertise/leveraged-projects
https://arrowheadcenter.nmsu.edu/program/nmcerg/index.html
https://arrowheadcenter.nmsu.edu/program/nmcerg/index.html
https://arrowheadcenter.nmsu.edu/program/aggie-i-corps/
https://arrowheadcenter.nmsu.edu/program/nm_reap/index.html#
https://www.uschamber.com/co/small-business-ai-training
https://ambergrantsforwomen.com/all-grants/
https://creative-capital.org/artist-resources/professional-development/
https://www.ofn.org/cdfi-resource-library/
mailto:blackbusiness.sf@gmail.com
https://www.score.org/kansascity/event/20260211-demystifying-financial-foundations-income-assets-cash-flow
https://www.score.org/kansascity/event/20260211-demystifying-financial-foundations-income-assets-cash-flow
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmallbusiness.mainstreet.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cedd.wrapup%40edd.nm.gov%7Cb6463a3ab7294da5762f08de287aaec8%7C04aa6bf4d436426fbfa404b7a70e60ff%7C0%7C0%7C638992704570420529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EmWvpO3wQaQAfEZ6NLmK9SrFHJMjoFcMR2AS4qbqKio%3D&reserved=0
https://benandjerrysfoundation.org/national-grants/
https://benandjerrysfoundation.org/national-grants/
https://benandjerrysfoundation.org/national-grants/
https://connect.nm.gov/community-connect.html
https://theandersonfoundation.org/?mc_cid=2cacfe1d7c&mc_eid=d0abbefd6d
https://www.wkkf.org/what-we-fund/?mc_cid=2cacfe1d7c&mc_eid=d0abbefd6d
https://tag.dfa.state.nm.us/wordpress/
https://www.groundworksnm.org/grantmakers-directory?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Open-House-Orientations-in-Santa-Fe.pdf
https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Open-House-Orientations-in-Santa-Fe.pdf
https://www.pilnet.org/opportunities-for-lawyers/
https://www.chamiza.org/application/?mc_cid=2cacfe1d7c&mc_eid=d0abbefd6d


Unlocking Cash Flow: How to Leverage R&D
Payroll Tax Credits Feb 12 via Zoom

Funding Your Dream: Exploring Loans, Equity,
Crowdfunding & More Feb 12

Creating Realistic Financial Projections for Your
Small Business Feb 12

Film Industry Meetup + Bingo (Santa Fe) Feb 15

Free Outdoor Marketing Bootcamp Feb 17-18

Getting Investor Ready: Smart Strategies for
Raising Capital Feb 19 via Zoom

Native American Business Roundtables (Santa
Fe) Feb 26

NM Documentary Incubator Grant Deadline Feb
27

Smart Money Program with AI + $5,000 mini-
grants Webinars: Mar 2, Apr 6, May 4, Jun 1

Innovate New Mexico® Showcase
(Albuquerque) Mar 3

Santa Fe Community College Career Fair seeks
employers Fair date Mar 25, deadline Mar 6, $50
registration fee.

Angel Investor Hands-on Training every Wed
from Apr18-May 13

OED Outdoor Rec Roundtable May 7, Aug 6,
Nov 5

Albuquerque Black Business Fund Next
deadline Apr 30

For ongoing and on-demand webinars, or to
search for events in your area, visit us at
edd.newmexico.gov/events

Visit our YouTube channel to view previously
recorded EDD webinars:
www.youtube.com/@newmexicoeconomicdevel
opment

Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage
Development (BUILD) Deadline Feb 24

Brabson Family Foundation Grant Program
Deadline Mar 1

Baer Foundation Education Grants Deadline Mar
1

Baer Foundation Criminal Justice Grants
Deadline Mar 1

Preservation Grants: Deadline Mar 2.
National Fund for Sacred Places
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Fund for Historic
Interiors
Johanna Favrot Fund for Historic
Preservation

YouthBuild 2025 Deadline Mar 2

Local Data for Equitable Communities Deadline
Mar 3

Environmental Education Grant Program
Deadline Mar 3

AARP Community Challenge Deadline Mar 4

Choice Neighborhoods Implementation Grants
Deadline Mar 9

Museum Grants for American Latino History and
Culture Deadline Mar 13

Healthy Soil Program Grant Deadline Mar 20.

New Mexico Toursim Grants Deadlines:
Tourism Event Growth & Sustainability
Mar 25
Clean and Beautiful Grant Apr 2
Cooperative Marketing & Advertising
Grant Apr 7

NEA Research Grants
Research Grants in the Arts
NEA Research Labs

Application period Mar 26-Apr 2

 
We love to hear from you!

Submit resources for the Pathfinder newsletter to Pathfinder@edd.nm.gov
List a business or community resource on our Resource Map at edd.newmexico.gov/resource-map
Add an event to our calendar at edd.newmexico.gov/events
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https://innovations.unm.edu/event/unlocking-cash-flow-how-to-leverage-rd-payroll-tax-credits/
https://innovations.unm.edu/event/unlocking-cash-flow-how-to-leverage-rd-payroll-tax-credits/
https://www.score.org/kansascity/event/20260212-funding-your-dream-exploring-loans-equity-crowdfunding-more
https://www.score.org/kansascity/event/20260212-funding-your-dream-exploring-loans-equity-crowdfunding-more
https://www.score.org/kansascity/event/20260212-creating-realistic-financial-projections-your-small-business
https://www.score.org/kansascity/event/20260212-creating-realistic-financial-projections-your-small-business
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kombucha-bingo-networking-for-filmmakers-crew-tickets-1980683815611?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.outdoormarketingbootcamp.com/
https://newmexicoangels.wildapricot.org/event-6472896
https://newmexicoangels.wildapricot.org/event-6472896
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/native-american-business-roundtable-city-of-santa-fe-economic-development-tickets-1979269513395?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/native-american-business-roundtable-city-of-santa-fe-economic-development-tickets-1979269513395?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.nmdig.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/d29M4HciTB-9YFERQoqSdA?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/d29M4HciTB-9YFERQoqSdA?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/registration
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-innovate-new-mexico-technology-showcase-registration-1963456009780?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=CH4susp3VESWK7iJRDM0x1bsAfVgkelPr3aICZLp8sRURENMV0YxRlFTNTFQMTdNRExLTk45RlJYTC4u&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=CH4susp3VESWK7iJRDM0x1bsAfVgkelPr3aICZLp8sRURENMV0YxRlFTNTFQMTdNRExLTk45RlJYTC4u&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://nmangels.com/angelclub/
https://santafenm-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/fkRjqu_nTSOzgmcRVleEOg?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/registration
https://www.bccofnm.org/programs/albuquerque-black-business-fund
https://edd.newmexico.gov/events/
http://www.youtube.com/@newmexicoeconomicdevelopment
http://www.youtube.com/@newmexicoeconomicdevelopment
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360921
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360921
https://www.brabsonfoundation.org/eligibility
https://www.baerfoundation.com/grants/education/
https://www.baerfoundation.com/grants/criminal-justice/
https://www.fundforsacredplaces.org/apply/
https://savingplaces.org/cynthia-woods-mitchell-fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=update&utm_campaign=grants
https://savingplaces.org/cynthia-woods-mitchell-fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=update&utm_campaign=grants
https://savingplaces.org/favrot-fund
https://savingplaces.org/favrot-fund
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/youth/youthbuild
https://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/active-funding-opportunities/2026/local-data-for-equitable-communities.html
https://www.epa.gov/education/grants
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/community-challenge/info-2026/2026-challenge.html
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360950
https://www.imls.gov/find-funding/funding-opportunities/grant-programs/museum-grants-for-american-latino-history-and-culture
https://www.imls.gov/find-funding/funding-opportunities/grant-programs/museum-grants-for-american-latino-history-and-culture
https://nmdeptag.nmsu.edu/new-release/2026/nmda-accepting-healthy-soil-program-grant-applications.html#gsc.tab=0
https://www.newmexico.org/industry/work-together/grants/tourism-event-growth-sustainability-program/
https://www.newmexico.org/industry/news/post/nm-clean-and-beautiful-grant-program-now-accepting-applications/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=fy26DSA&adaracampaignid=22727977573&adarapixelid=359993&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22727977573&gbraid=0AAAAADRcBFxAlbm_zBeJGE2nSkkyi5D82&gclid=CjwKCAiAvaLLBhBFEiwAYCNTf4etmcz7rVH6EbCmP_0Hn3X5DUtMCYizH3oAE3Xc_J9v4Ac54UOu0RoCmaEQAvD_BwE
https://www.newmexico.org/industry/work-together/grants/co-op-marketing/
https://www.newmexico.org/industry/work-together/grants/co-op-marketing/
https://www.arts.gov/grants/research-awards
mailto:pathfinder@edd.nm.gov
https://edd.newmexico.gov/resource-map/
https://edd.newmexico.gov/events/
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https://edd.newmexico.gov/business-development/jedi/
mailto:edd.info@edd.nm.gov
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https://www.youtube.com/user/NewMexicoMainStreet
https://www.youtube.com/user/NewMexicoMainStreet
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nm-outdoor-rec/
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